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Education and Economic Development: EDPE 4051 

 
Professor Alex Eble 

Office: Thorndike 418 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 7-8, Wednesdays 10-12 

Must book in advance at www.alexeble.youcanbook.me 
  

Syllabus draft – 2017.01.23 
NOTE: Syllabus subject to change often 

The most recent version will always be posted on Canvas  
 

 
“I would add one word for any student beginning economic study who 
may be discouraged by the severity of the effort which the study...seems 
to require of him. The complicated analyses which economists endeavor 
to carry through are not mere gymnastic. They are instruments for the 
bettering of human life. The misery and squalor that surround us, the 
injurious luxury of some wealthy families, the terrible uncertainty 
overshadowing many families of the poor-these are the evils too plain to 
be ignored. By the knowledge that our science seeks it is possible that 
they may be restrained…To search for it is the task, to find it perhaps 
the prize, which the ’dismal science of Political Economy’ offers those 
who face its discipline” Arthur Pigou, 1920 

 
Course Purpose:  
This course aims to teach students the following concepts: 

• Key perspectives on development and economic growth 
• The theoretical and empirical arguments linking education to economic 

growth 
• The main economic issues behind persistently low education levels in 

the developing world 
• The progress in raising these education levels being made through 

deliberate intervention and market responses 
• How students can become professionally involved in this progress 
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Readings:  
The readings for this course will be a mixture of scholarly work (book 
chapters and journal articles) and popular press items (podcasts, videos, 
media articles). The purpose of the readings is to teach the students the 
economic reasoning behind the main issues facing actors (parents, teachers, 
education policymakers) in developing countries and the relationship between 
these concepts and efforts to improve the state of education in these 
countries. 
 
Requirements:  
The requirements of the course include: 
 
Regular attendance in class 
If you expect to miss a class, please notify me in advance. If you miss more 
than three classes, you may be asked to repeat the course. 
 
Participation in class 
The class will be run as a seminar and much of the time will be debate as 
opposed to lecture. For this reason, it is crucial that each student actively 
participates in the discussions in class. Assessment of this participation will 
form a part of your grade. 
For your readings, you should be able to answer the following questions, 
which I will randomly call on people to answer in front of the class: 

• Summarize this paper / book for the class in two minutes. 
• What did you find most compelling about the paper, and why? 
• Describe a section from the reading you were not clear about and 

would like further clarification on. 
• What did you find least compelling about the paper (alternatively, what 

part of the paper were you most skeptical about) and why?  
• If you were the author, what would you have done differently? 
• What questions does this paper leave open? 

 
Online quizzes 
There will be a short, four question quiz on each lecture’s reading due at 
noon the day of class. This will be administered through Canvas. 
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Exam 
There will be an in-class written examination on Tuesday, April 18, covering 
the material studied in class up to that point.  
 
Completion and presentation of final project  
Each student will be assigned to a group of 3-5 students. Each group will pick 
a country to study. The final project will  

• Summarize the state of education in that country 
• Identify a problem in that country’s education system that they wish to 

attempt to resolve/improve 
• Design an intervention to resolve this problem 
• Design an evaluation of the intervention to investigate whether the 

attempt succeeded 
This final project will consist of a paper of at least 15 pages in length (double 
spaced, 1 inch margins, 12 point Times New Roman Font; all figures and 
references should be at the end of the paper and do not count toward the 
length requirement) submitted by May 1 and a 20 minute in-class 
presentation. 
 
Assessment: 
• Online quizzes – 5% of grade 
• Attendance and participation – 10% of grade 
• Exam – 30% of grade 
• Final project – 40% of grade 
• Final project presentation – 15% of grade 
 
Prerequisites: 
This course assumes that students have taken intermediate microeconomics 
or the equivalent at the undergraduate or master’s level (in the econ and ed 
program, the precursor to this class is the micro theory class I teach in the 
fall). Your assessments, particularly, the final exam and the grading of the 
final paper/presentation, will expect you to have mastered these tools and be 
able to apply them to the contexts studied in class. This includes concepts 
like decision making under uncertainty, marginal cost vs. marginal benefit, 
expected utility maximization, and externalities, as well as a basic 
understanding of statistics. A keen student without such a background could 
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purchase an intermediate microeconomics textbook and use it and Khan 
Academy lectures to catch up, but this will take a substantial amount of extra 
work and no special dispensation in grading will be given to those without that 
background. Those from outside the econ and ed program are welcome to 
take the class, I merely want to set expectations early about how the course 
will be run.  
Also, I want to make sure students outside of the econ and ed program don't 
mistake the course for one on education and development more broadly - the 
class is, in its heart, an economics course with a strong emphasis on 
quantitative analysis. 
 
On the politics of choosing syllabus content 
This class is called “Education and Economic Development” and is taught by 
an economist. I am happy to recommend supplemental readings that cover 
alternative disciplinary approaches to development for interested students, 
but this course is primarily concerned with the economic issues surrounding 
the relationship between education and development in developing countries, 
and the reading list reflects this priority.  
I know that economics has a very contentious view on these matters and 
value the counter-arguments to the approach of economists (and we will 
touch on some of them), but this is an economics course, not a development 
studies course. In an ideal world we’d cover other approaches in further 
depth, but, as economics teaches us, when resources (e.g., time) are scarce, 
we have to decide how to allocate them, and the syllabus reflects my choice. 
As Seneca famously put it, “To be everywhere is to be nowhere.” 
 
Canvas: 
Most of the course’s communications will go through Canvas, an online 
learning platform. You have access to this through enrolling in the class (and 
can reach it through your my.tc portal. You are expected to be aware of its 
content. You can check it regularly, at least once per day, or you can set up 
notifications to alert you when changes are made. I would strongly 
recommend the second option! 
  
A word on study at the master’s level:  
At this stage of learning, you will find more questions than answers. You will 
find that coursework often does not progress linearly, that there are jumps 
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which you may find confusing, or that there are references which were never 
covered in class. This is frustrating, but it is also normal and, indeed, by 
design. Unlike in undergraduate study, you are expected (and your grade 
depends on) you filling in some of the gaps yourself. The world is infinitely 
complex, and as we get closer to the frontier of knowledge, we just won’t 
have the time to teach you all the acronyms, references, and background 
knowledge you need to fully appreciate something. Part of learning at the 
master’s level is learning how to teach yourself. At this stage, it is your job to 
go out and seek this knowledge when you see a hole in what’s being 
presented. You are expected to be an active participant in your learning, and 
this expectation will carry through in examinations, assignments, and class 
participation. Specifically, I expect you to actively read, critically think about 
the issues covered in class, and ask questions or do your own digging around 
when you find something you are unfamiliar with or do not recognize. A 
common “rookie mistake” is to think everything you’re supposed to know will 
be covered in class. It won’t! To help you in this process, I and the other 
professors at TC are at your service, and we can help point you in the right 
direction for tracking down these loose ends if you need guidance. At the end 
of the day, however, the responsibility is yours. 
 
Advice on reading scholarly papers in economics 
In this class I will assign several papers each week, most of which will be 
published in economics journals. The book chapters and news articles should 
be read in entirety, but the best way to read academic journal articles is by 
reading selectively. I recommend reading the abstract, introduction, and 
conclusion for each paper, and then skimming the body, reading titles and 
subtitles, topic sentences, and tables (don’t worry - we will have a special 
session on how to read tables!). Feel free to dig deeper for details and when 
you are curious, but reading each assigned paper word for word is not an 
effective use of your time. 
 
What I want you to take out of the papers is the following:  

• Main research question(s) 
• Method of answering the question 
• Data used 
• Main result 
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• Main contribution (different than the result – this is how it links into the 
broader world and what we know about education and development) 

 
If you take my PhD class, this changes, of course, but at the master’s level 
we are much more interested in the broad strokes of what the paper teaches 
us about the world than we are in the nitty gritty of the econometrics. 
 
Other big-ticket items: 
 
Teaching Assistant: Anna Wen (qw2155@tc.columbia.edu)  
Walk-in office hours and location will be announced one week earlier by e-
mail. Please feel free to walk in with questions or email the teaching assistant 
(TA) in advance about topics you’d like to ask. The TA is also available for 
guidance on final projects and exam preparation. 	
 
Incompletes: The grade of Incomplete is to be assigned only when the 
course attendance requirement has been met but, for reasons satisfactory to 
the instructor, the granting of a final grade has been postponed because 
certain course assignments are outstanding. If the outstanding assignments 
are completed within one calendar year from the date of the close of term in 
which the grade of Incomplete was received and a final grade submitted, the 
final grade will be recorded on the permanent transcript, replacing the grade 
of Incomplete, with a transcript notation indicating the date that the grade of 
Incomplete was replaced by a final grade. If the outstanding work is not 
completed within one calendar year from the date of the close of term in 
which the grade of Incomplete was received, the grade will remain as a 
permanent Incomplete on the transcript. In such instances, if the course is a 
required course or part of an approved program of study, students will be 
required to re-enroll in the course including repayment of all tuition and fee 
charges for the new registration and satisfactorily complete all course 
requirements. If the required course is not offered in subsequent terms, the 
student should speak with the faculty advisor or Program Coordinator about 
their options for fulfilling the degree requirement. Doctoral students with six or 
more credits with grades of Incomplete included on their program of study will 
not be allowed to sit for the certification exam. 
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E-mail: Teachers College students have the responsibility for activating the 
Columbia University Network ID (UNI), which includes a free Columbia email 
account.   As official communications from the College – e.g., information on 
graduation, announcements of closing due to severe storm, flu epidemic, 
transportation disruption, etc. -- will be sent to the student’s Columbia email 
account, students are responsible for either reading email there, or, for 
utilizing the mail forwarding option to forward mail from their Columbia 
account to an email address which they will monitor. 
 
Religious holidays: It is the policy of Teachers College to respect its 
members’ observance of their major religious holidays. Students should notify 
instructors at the beginning of the semester about their wishes to observe 
holidays on days when class sessions are scheduled. Where academic 
scheduling conflicts prove unavoidable, no student will be penalized for 
absence due to religious reasons, and alternative means will be sought for 
satisfying the academic requirements involved. If a suitable arrangement 
cannot be worked out between the student and the instructor, students and 
instructors should consult the appropriate department chair or director. If an 
additional appeal is needed, it may be taken to the Provost. 
 
Academic integrity: Students who intentionally submit work either not their 
own or without clear attribution to the original source, fabricate data or other 
information, engage in cheating, or misrepresentation of academic records 
may be subject to serious penalties.  Sanctions may include course failure 
and dismissal from the college for violation of the TC principles of academic 
and professional integrity fundamental to the purpose of the College. 
 
Late policy: In the case of a late assignment (e.g. the final project), I will 
deduct 10 percentage points from the maximum score for every day it is late 
(e.g., after 10 days, it will be an automatic 0). Please come talk to me as soon 
as possible if extenuating circumstances arise which affect your ability to 
meet class requirements.  
 
Grades: Grades are (loosely) on a curve though I do not set quotas/limits on 
specific grades. I follow the TC Catalogue in setting my grading standards: 
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A+     Rare performance. Reserved for highly exceptional, rare achievement. 
A  Excellent. Outstanding achievement. 
A- Excellent work, but not quite outstanding. 
B+ Very good. Solid achievement expected of most graduate students. 
B Good. Acceptable achievement. 
B- Acceptable achievement, but below what is generally expected of  
graduate students 
C+ Fair achievement, above minimally acceptable level. 
C Fair achievement, but only minimally acceptable. 
C- Very low performance. The records of students receiving such grades 
are subject to review. 
 
Expectations: To reiterate, this is a graduate level course, which means that 
you will be tested on things that I will not cover in class. Part of your job is to 
read the assigned readings thoroughly, internalize the material, and be able 
to apply the lessons to new and unfamiliar scenarios. You will get practice on 
this in the quizzes and in class. It is important to practice on your own – form 
study groups, ask each other questions about the readings, and consider new 
scenarios to which to apply what you’ve learned.  
 
Syllabus: This is a guideline. The material we cover week-by-week may 
change based on the speed we progress through the material. The most up-
to-date version will be posted on Canvas and I will alert you through an 
announcement on Canvas to any changes. 
 
Services for students with disabilities: Teachers College will make 
reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities. 
Students are encouraged to contact the Office of Access and Services for 
Individuals with Disabilities for information about registration for these 
services (166 Thorndike Hall). Services are available only for students who 
are registered and submit appropriate documentation. I am happy to discuss 
specific needs with you as well. 



Syllabus - EDPE 4051  Page 9 of 17 

 
Course schedule: 
 
1/24: Introduction 
Topics to cover  

• Expectations for the course 
• Introductions of students, instructor 
• Housekeeping items 
• Overview of syllabus 
• What is development?  
• Why do we care? 
• Visit from Allen Foresta on using the library and Columbia library 

resources  
 

NOTE: No lecture in the 2nd week. There is a make-up lecture on 2/24. 
 

2/7: Development, economic growth, and their discontents 
Topics to cover: 

• The main competing definitions of development 
• Which is most appealing? 
• Which is most useful? 
• What are the main critiques of the notion of development? 
• How are development and economic growth linked? 
• What is the difference between the education-growth link and the 

education-development link? 
Reading:  

• [Book chapters] Amartya Sen, 1999, Development as Freedom, 
Introduction plus Chapters 1-4 (pages 3-110). Published by Random 
House 

• [Blog post] Diffen.org on economic growth vs. economic development: 
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Economic_Development_vs_Economi
c_Growth 

o The relevant TED Talk: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8Votwxx8a0  

• [News article] “The Case for Economic Growth”, in the Washington Post 
published on 4/2/2006. Available here: 
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2006/04/01/AR2006040101096.html  

 
2/14 – Economic growth and education: theory and empirics 
Topics to cover:  

• The Solow growth model 
• The Technology-augmented Solow model 
• The link between technology, education, and growth 
• Empirical estimates of the impact of education on growth 
• Criticisms of this approach; the problem with “naming the residual” 

Reading: 
• [Scholarly article] Lant Pritchett, "Where Has All the Education Gone?", 

The World Bank Economic Review, Volume 15, Number 3, 2001, 367-
392 

• [Scholarly article] Eric A Hanushek and Ludger Woessmann, 2012, "Do 
better schools lead to more growth? Cognitive skills, economic 
outcomes, and causation" Journal of Economic Growth, Volume 17, 
Number 4, Pages 267-321 

•  [Online video lecture] Watch the Marginal Revolution University’s four-
part lecture series on the Solow Model. This material is a bit tricky, and 
by watching it on your own first, you can pause, write down questions, 
rewind, replay, and make sure you get the ideas. We’ll then come to 
class and discuss the issues covered in the lectures. 

o http://www.mruniversity.com/courses/development-
economics/solow-model-1-%E2%80%93-introduction  

o http://www.mruniversity.com/courses/development-
economics/solow-model-2-%E2%80%93-comparative-statics  

o http://www.mruniversity.com/courses/development-
economics/solow-model-3-%E2%80%93-taking-model-data  

o http://www.mruniversity.com/courses/development-
economics/solow-model-4-%E2%80%93-productivity  

• Supplementary material: 
o [Book chapter] David Weil, 2012, Economic Growth 3rd Edition, 

Chapter 6. Published by Routledge 
o  [Online video lecture] Marginal Revolution University lectures on 

Solow Model with no math: 
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http://www.mruniversity.com/courses/development-
economics/solow-model-brief-no-math  

o [Wikipedia article] on the Solow Growth Model: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solow%E2%80%93Swan_model  

 
NOTE: TWO LECTURES THIS WEEK – ONE NORMAL TIME AND ONE 

ON FRIDAY 
 

2/21 – Introduction to the microeconomics of education in the 
developing world 
Topics to cover: 

• Review of educational production functions  
• Levels, trends in average years of schooling, literacy, credential 

completion in different developing countries 
• Why are schooling levels so low in the developing world? 
• Why are learning levels so low in the developing world? 

Reading:  
• [Book chapter] Paul Glewwe and Sylvie Lambert, 2010, "Education 

production functions: evidence from developing countries" in the 
International Encyclopedia of Education. Volume 2, Pages 412-422.  

• [Book chapter] Lant Pritchett, 2013, The Rebirth of Education: 
Schooling Aint Learning Chapters 1-2. Published by Brookings 
Institution Press 

• [Book chapter] Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo, 2011, Poor 
Economics, Chapter 4 (Pages 71-101). Published by Public Affairs. 

• [Podcast] Karthik Muralidharan on the Center for Global Development's 
podcast: 
"Why kids are dropping out of school and what works in education" 
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/why-kids-are-dropping-out-school-and-what-
works-education-podcast-karthik-muralidharan  

• Review: 
o Great youtube video on education production functions and 

interpreting equations: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgwgHWKyYIs  
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2/24 – Deep dive into problems with the supply of education in the 
developing world 
Topics to cover: 

• What are the major supply constraints in providing education in 
developing countries? 

• Why is it so difficult to hire and monitor teachers in these countries? 
• When does providing more inputs (not) help?  

Reading: 
• [Scholarly article] Esther Duflo, 2001, "Schooling and labor market 

consequences of school construction in Indonesia: Evidence from an 
unusual policy experiment" The American Economic Review, Volume 
91, Number 4, Pages 795-813 

• [Scholarly article] Paul Glewwe, Michael Kremer and Sylvie Moulin, 
2009, "Many children left behind? Textbooks and test scores in Kenya" 
American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, Volume 1, Number 1, 
Pages 112-135 

• [Scholarly article] Frederico Finan, Benjamin A Olken, and Rohini 
Pande, 2015, "The personnel economics of the state" National Bureau 
of Economic Research Working Paper 21825, link: 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w21825 

• [Scholarly article] Nazmul Chaudhury et al., 2006, "Missing in action: 
teacher and health worker absence in developing countries" The 
Journal of Economic Perspectives, Volume 20, Number 1, Pages 91-
116  

• [News article] “Education Push Yields Little for India’s Poor” by Somini 
Sengupta, in the New York Times on 17 Jan 2008. Available here: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/17/world/asia/17india.html  

 
2/28 – Deep dive into problems with the demand for education in the 
developing world 
Topics to cover: 

• What role do parents have in determining their children’s education and 
later life outcomes? 

• How do local labor markets affect education levels? 
• How does culture affect educational decisions in the developing world?  

Reading: 



Syllabus - EDPE 4051  Page 13 of 17 

• [Scholarly article] Manisha Shah and Bryce Millett Steinberg, 2013, 
Drought of opportunities: contemporaneous and long term impacts of 
rainfall shocks on human capital” National Bureau of Economic 
Research Working Paper 19140. Link: 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w19140 

• [Scholarly article] Kaivan Munshi and Mark Rosenzweig, 2006, 
"Traditional institutions meet the modern world: Caste gender and 
schooling choice in a globalizing economy" The American Economic 
Review, Volume 96, Number 4, Pages 1225-1252 

• [Book chapter] William Easterly, 2001 The Elusive Quest for Growth: 
Economists’ Adventures and Misadventures in the Tropics, Chapter 4: 
“Educated for What?” Pages 71-84. Published by The MIT Press 

 
3/7 – The Role of Aid in Education in Developing Countries  
Topics to cover: 

• Who is trying to help improve education in the developing world? 
• What shape does this help take? 
• Is it a good idea to try to help? 

Reading: 
• [Book chapter] Angus Deaton, 2013, The Great Escape Chapter 7: How 

to help those left behind (Pages 267-324). Published by Princeton 
University Press 

• [Book chapter] Jeff Sachs, 2005, The End of Poverty Chapters 3-4 
(Pages 51-89). Published by Penguin 

• [Blog post] Summary of Sachs’ End of Poverty 
http://realsociology.edublogs.org/2012/01/22/3000-word-oops-
summary-of-chapters-1-4-of-sachs-the-end-of-poverty/  

• [Op ed] Bill Easterly – “The Cartel of Good Intentions” in Foreign Policy, 
11 November 2009. Link: http://foreignpolicy.com/2009/11/11/the-cartel-
of-good-intentions/  

• [Scholarly article] Abby Riddell and Miguel Niño-Zaraz. 2016 “The 
effectiveness of foreign aid to education: What can be learned?” 
International Journal of Educational Development, Volume 48, Pages 
23-36 

 
--- 
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3/14 – Spring Break – No Class 

 
--- 

 
3/21 – Enter the do-gooder economists 
Topics to cover: 

• What different methods can we use to learn whether a policy works? 
• The role of the randomized controlled trial (RCT) in education research 

in developing countries 
• What are the main criticisms of RCTs in this sphere? 

Reading: 
• [Online video of debate] Angus Deaton and Abhijit Banerjee debate the 

role of aid in development 
https://nyudri.wordpress.com/2012/05/25/banerjee-v-deaton/  

• [News article] Profile of Abhijit Banerjee in The Guardian 22 April 2012. 
Link: https://www.theguardian.com/books/2012/apr/22/abhijit-banerjee-
poor-chances-minimal 

• [Online video] Esther Duflo TED Talk: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/esther_duflo_social_experiments_to_fight_po
verty?language=en  

• [Book chapter] Esther Duflo, Rachel Glennerster, and Michael Kremer, 
2007, "Using randomization in development economics research: A 
toolkit" in the Handbook of Development Economics, Volume 4 Pages 
3895-3962  

• [Scholarly article] Dani Rodrik, “The New Development Economics: We 
Shall Experiment, but How Shall We Learn?” Working Paper, Harvard 
Kennedy School. Link: 
https://research.hks.harvard.edu/publications/getFile.aspx?Id=317  

 
3/28: Do-gooders continued 
Topics to cover: 

• What are the main lessons from each of the five papers we study? 
Reading: 

• Supply side interventions 
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o [Scholarly article] Anjali Adukia, 2014, “Sanitation and Education”, 
Working Paper. Link: 
http://harris.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/Adukia_Sanitation_an
d_Education.pdf  

o [Scholarly article] Abhijit V Banerjee, Shawn Cole, Esther Duflo, 
and Leigh Linden, 2007, "Remedying Education: Evidence from 
Two Randomized Experiments in India" The Quarterly Journal of 
Economics, Volume 122, Number 3, Pages 1235-1264 

•  Demand 
o [Scholarly article] Robert Jensen, 2010, “The (Perceived) Returns 

to Education and the Demand for Schooling” Quarterly Journal of 
Economics, Volume 125, Number 2, Pages 515-548. 

o [Scholarly article] T Paul Schultz, 2004, "School subsidies for the 
poor: evaluating the Mexican Progresa poverty program" Journal 
of Development Economics, Volume 74, Number 1, Pages 199-
250 

• Failures 
o [Scholarly article] Jishnu Das et al., 2013, "School inputs, 

household substitution, and test scores" American Economic 
Journal: Applied Economics, Volume 5, Number 2, Pages 29-57 

o [Scholarly article] Paul Glewwe, Michael Kremer, Sylvie Moulin 
and Eric Zitzewitz, 2004, "Retrospective vs. prospective analyses 
of school inputs: the case of flip charts in Kenya" Journal of 
Development Economics, Volume 74, Number 1, Pages 251-268 

 
4/4: Learning from impact evaluations  
Topics to cover: 

• What can we learn from all these RCTs, and how? 
• The basics of cost-benefit analysis 
• The basics of meta-analysis.  
• Lessons from meta-analysis.  

Reading: 
• [Scholarly article] Richard J Murnane and Alejandro Ganimian, 2014, 

"Improving educational outcomes in developing countries: Lessons from 
rigorous evaluations" NBER Working Paper Number 20284. Link: 
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/alejandro_ganimian/files/w20284.pdf  
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• [Scholarly article] Michael Kremer, Conner Brannen, and Rachel 
Glennerster, 2013, "The challenge of education and learning in the 
developing world" Science, Volume 340, Number 6130, Pages 297-300 

• [Blog post] David Evans “What really works to improve learning in 
developing countries? An analysis of divergent findings in systematic 
reviews” http://www-
wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2015/
02/26/090224b082b5cbf1/1_0/Rendered/PDF/What0really0wo0n0syste
matic0reviews.pdf   

o and related blog post: 
http://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations/how-systematic-
systematic-review-case-improving-learning-outcomes  

• [Blog post] CGD Blog Post on “Scaling up what works”: 
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/scaling-what-works-experimental-
evidence-external-validity-kenyan-education-working  

 
NOTE: LECTURE THIS WEEK ON WEDNESDAY, NOT TUESDAY 

 
4/12: The Role of the Market 
Topics to cover: 

• The rise of private schools in the developing world 
• Why is it difficult to know whether private schools are a good thing? 
• The case for and against allowing/subsidizing private schools 

Reading: 
• [Scholarly article] Karthik Muralidharan and Venkatesh Sundararaman, 

2015, "The Aggregate Effect of School Choice: Evidence from a Two-
Stage Experiment in India", The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 
Volume 130, Number 3, Pages 1011-1066  

• [Scholarly article] Tahir Andrabi, Jishnu Das, and Asim Khwaja, 2008, 
"A dime a day: The possibilities and limits of private schooling in 
Pakistan" Comparative Education Review, Volume 52, Number 3, 
Pages 329-355  

• [News article] “For Profit Education” and “Low-cost Private Schools: 
Learning Unleased” in The Economist, 1 Aug 2015. Links:  

o http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21660113-private-
schools-are-booming-poor-countries-governments-should-either-
help-them-or-get-out 
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o http://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21660063-where-
governments-are-failing-provide-youngsters-decent-education-
private-sector   

• [News article] “Liberia is outsourcing primary schools to a startup 
backed by Mark Zuckerberg” by Jennifer Williams on Vox.com, 8 April 
2016. Link:  http://www.vox.com/2016/4/8/11347796/liberia-outsourcing-
schools   

 
4/18: Exam 
 
4/25: Individual meetings with the groups about their presentations.  
 
5/2: Presentations (1) 
 
5/9: Presentations (2) 
 


